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Insurance Certificates 
come in Assorted 

Flavors
• Acord Form
• Company Forms

• Broker Forms
• Self-Insurance Forms



Insurance Insurance CertificatesCertificates
v. v. 

Insurance Insurance CertificationCertification



Back to 
the Basics

What’s the Purpose of 
Insurance Certification?



INSURANCE CERTIFICATION

Verifies compliance 
with contractual 
insurance 
requirements, 
which means…



Zu Muhst know vhat zie
Insurance Requirements are!

• Coverages
• Limits of 

Liability
• Terms and 

Conditions



There are two dimensions 
to insurance 

requirements:
1. To ensure that the contractor maintains the 

minimum level of insurance coverage and 
limits required.

2. To verify that the public entity is an 
additional insured for primary and non-
contributory limits for AGL, Auto and 
Pollution (and other coverages as required)
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The 
Acord 
Form







THE FINE PRINT

NOTHWITHSTANDING ANY 
REQUIREMENT, TERM OR 
CONDITION OF ANY 
CONTRACT…THE 
INSURANCE AFFORDED BY 
THE POLICIES HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO 

ALL THE TERMS, EXCLUSIONS AND 
CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES.  



And speaking of fine print, Acord 
Certificate page 2…



Notice of Cancellation

RCW 48.18.290 Cancellation by insurer.
(Paraphrased) Insurers can only cancel policies upon 

45 days notice (10 days for non-payment) actually 
mailed or delivered to the named insured.  Like 
notice must also be so mailed or delivered to each 
mortgagee or other person shown by the policy to 
have an interest in the loss.

(Statute doesn’t apply to surplus lines placements.)



Additional Insured Status, Part 1

ISO
Endorsement
Forms 
• CG 20 26
• CG 20 10
…or equivalent



Additional Insured Status, Part 2
BLANKET
ADDITIONAL
INSURED LANGUAGE
• As required by written 

agreement

• For work performed 
for the additional 
insured



Restrictions on Additional 
Insured Status

On a contributory basis

On an excess basis

Excludes negligent acts of the 
additional insured

Covers only the sole acts of 
negligence of the named insured



Certification Compliance Review 
Process: THE DELIVERABLE

The ability to 
successfully 
tender a claim 
for defense 
and indemnity 
to the 
contractor’s 
insurance 
underwriter.



Q&A
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