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Bellingham Arts Commission
There is one vacancy for a term to

expire on Jan. 1, 2005. Meetings are
on the first Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. in the Mayor’s Board Room,
Second Floor, City Hall.

City Needs Volunteers for Boards,
Committees and Commissions

The City of Bellingham needs you! Members of city boards, committees and com-
missions fulfill a critical role in city government, making recommendations, giving
advice and reviewing the work of dozens of city programs and services.

The groups listed below have vacancies. Candidates must be current residents of
the State of Washington and have been so for at least three years; must presently live
within Bellingham city limits and have done so for at least two years; and must be
U.S. citizens and registered to vote.

Board of Code Appeals
There are three vacancies - two are

lay member positions (one regular, one
alternate), and one is an architect posi-
tion, to expire on Jan. 1, 2004. The
commission meets only when an ap-

City officials hosted a dessert reception Oct. 6 honoring volunteers who gener-
ously give their time and talents to city programs and services.

The event was held in conjunction with Heart & Soul, a community celebration
sponsored by the Whatcom Community Foundation at the Mount Baker Theatre.

“Bellingham’s volunteer spirit is truly unique,” said Bellingham Mayor Mark
Asmundson. “Hundreds of volunteers give generously of their time to help make
our city a great place to live, work and play.”

Many volunteers serve as members of the city’s boards, commissions and commit-
tees. More than 200 volunteers provide invaluable assistance to the Whatcom Mu-
seum of History and Art and the Bellingham Public Library. Greenways volunteers
have helped make city parks and trails among the best in the nation. Police Depart-
ment volunteers check on citizens’ houses when people are on vacation.

“The list of services provided by volunteers goes on and on,” Asmundson said.
“On behalf of the City of Bellingham, and its citizens who benefit from your gen-
erosity, thank you!” ◆
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Volunteers enjoy desserts at a reception honoring their invaluable service to the city and
citizens of Bellingham.

City Honors Volunteers at Reception

peal has been formally filed, generally
on a Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the
Mayor’s Board Room, Second Floor,
City Hall.

Building Services Division
Advisory Board

This seven-member board is cur-
rently being formed. Initial terms are
for one or two years. There are vacan-
cies for a residential building con-
tractor (Building Industry Association
of Washington member), a commercial
contractor (BIAW or Association of
General Contractors member), and a
specialty mechanical or plumbing
contractor. The board will meet at
least quarterly.

Community Development
Advisory Board

There are three vacancies - one par-
tial term for the 4th Ward position to
expire on Oct. 1, 2002; one full term for
the Community position to expire on
Oct. 1, 2004; and one full term for the
Mayor’s Representative position to ex-
pire on Oct. 1, 2004. Meetings are the
first Thursday of each month at 7:00
p.m. at the Office of Neighborhoods
and Community Development.

Downtown Parking Commission
There are two vacancies - each for a

four-year term to expire on April 1,
2005. The commission meets the sec-
ond Thursday of the month at 7 a.m.
in the Mayor’s Board Room, Second
Floor, City Hall.

Greenway Committee
There is one vacancy for a three-

year term to expire on June 30, 2004.
Greenway Committee meetings are
the third Thursday of each month
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the
Conference Room of the Parks and
Recreation Administration Building
in Cornwall Park.

Mayor’s Neighborhood
Advisory Commission

There are four vacancies — one for
the Columbia, Fairhaven, Samish, and
South neighborhoods, each for a one-
year term. The group meets the second
Wednesday of the month (except July
and Aug.) at 7:00 p.m. in the Mayor’s

Board Room, Second Floor, City Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission

There will be one vacancy as of Jan.
1, 2002 for a term to expire on Jan. 1,
2006. Meetings are the first and third
Thursday after the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at City Hall.

Public Works Advisory Board
There are currently two vacancies

on the board - one for the Architect
position, for a four-year term to expire
on March 17, 2005. The other is for
the Structural Engineer position, for
the remainder of a term to expire on
March 17, 2003. The Board meets the
last Tuesday of the month at 3:00 p.m.
in the Mayor’s Board Room.

Tourism Commission
This commission is currently under

review. Vacancies may occur in De-
cember for two-year terms to expire
on Dec. 31, 2003. Meetings are on the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 3:30
p.m. in the Planning Conference
Room, First Floor, City Hall.

◆ For more information or to ap-
ply for these positions, contact the
Mayor’s Office, 676-6979, located on
the second floor of City Hall, 210
Lottie St. The application also can
be printed from the city’s website,
by following the Mayor’s Office
link at www.cob.org
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Workers direct traffic during construction to realign the intersection of South State and
11th streets.  When the project is finished, Adams Avenue and 10th Street will no longer
connect to South State, reducing the number of streets intersecting in this area and mak-
ing it safer for pedestrians, bicycles and vehicle traffic.  Other improvements to the area
will include new sidewalks and a lighted crosswalk across South State Street. Construction
is expected to be complete in late November.

Improved Entry to Boulevard Park

Want to find out about
trail work parties?

You can do it on-line!
Visit www.cob.org and click on the Parks
Department page and go to Greenways

—Learn about upcoming

volunteer events

—Find out who helped out last

month

—Discover how you can adopt

a trail

www.cob.org
The City of Bellingham’s

Web Site

After almost two years of negotiations,
the Bellingham City Council approved in
late October a 10-year franchise agree-
ment with Olympic Pipeline Company.

“This agreement is the safest franchise
we can negotiate, and among the stron-
gest in the industry,” said Les Reardanz,
Assistant City Attorney.

Franchise agreements are legal con-
tracts for utility companies to operate
within the city, Reardanz said. They spell
out the conditions under which utility
companies may operate on city property,
such as in city street right-of-way. The
city maintains franchise agreements with
other utility companies that operate in
the city, such as AT&T Broadband Ser-
vices for cable television services and
Avista Corporation for telephone services.

Under the 10-year agreement, Olym-
pic will pay the city $50,000 a year.
Reardanz said a key feature of the new
agreement is the requirement that the city
be notified of significant incidents in
pipeline operations, such as when pres-
sure limits are exceeded or any leaks or
spills occur.

“It would be a material violation of the

Council Signs Pipeline
Franchise Agreement

deal, and one that could justify termi-
nating the agreement, if the company fails
to make the required notifications,”
Reardanz said.

Other key points in the new agreement:
• Requiring the company to move a

section of pipeline to a deeper loca-
tion under Whatcom Creek, to pro-
tect the creek and city drinking wa-
ter facilities.

• Requiring Olympic to notify the
city 10 days in advance of pipeline
alterations, testing or repairs on city
property.

• Allowing the city to inspect pipe-
line testing results.

• Requiring Olympic to maintain a
$100 million insurance policy to
protect the city from liability in fu-
ture accidents.
Olympic began operating under a se-

ries of short-term agreements with the
city after the company’s pipeline ruptured
in Whatcom Falls Park in 1999, causing
an explosion and fire that claimed three
lives. In July 2000, BP Pipelines North
America took over control of the pipe-
line from Equilon Pipeline Company.




