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Detering auto theft:  Police offer tips
to help safeguard your vehicle

Every day, more than 100 cars are stolen in Washington State.
That’s an average of one every 15 minutes, each and every day
of the year. This past year in Tukwila we responded to 495
reports of vehicle theft – a substantial number which demands
our time and close attention. Your Police Department is
serious about reducing auto theft and needs your assistance.
We recommend that you take the following safety precautions
to help protect your vehicles from being stolen:

■ Always lock your vehicle and take the keys.  Over 25% of
all stolen vehicles had the keys left in the vehicle.

■ Don’t hide a spare key in or under the vehicle.  They are
easily found.

■ Always park in well-lighted areas and be familiar with your
surroundings.  Most vehicles are stolen at night.

■ Keep all valuables and packages out of sight.  Leaving
valuables in plain view provides a tempting target to
thieves.

■ Use anti-theft devices. The use of devices such as steering
wheel locks, electronic alarms, an ignition kill-switch,
window VIN etching and vehicle tracking devices all
protect your vehicle and deter theft.

■ Register your vehicle in the Watch Your Car program at the
Tukwila Police Department. The program will help deter
vehicle theft while you are asleep between the hours of
1:00 and 5:00AM – when many vehicle thefts occur.  Call
206-433-1808 for more information.

Council establishes new City
regulations for storage containers

After considering the issue for a year, the City Council has
adopted regulations that would limit the use of cargo or
shipping containers for storage in Tukwila’s residential and
commercial areas. These are the corrugated metal containers,
usually 8 feet wide and 20 to 40 feet long, originally designed
to hold cargo on trucks, trains or ships. The Council has taken
this action in response to citizen complaints about rusting and
unsightly containers, primarily in residential areas.  Industrial
zones and businesses using the containers for the transporta-
tion of freight are exempt from the new regulations.

Under the new regulations:

• All existing containers in residential or commercial areas
would have to apply for a permit from the City or be
removed within one year (4/15/03).

• All new containers in residential and commercial areas
would require an approved permit before being installed.

• In residential areas, new cargo containers will only be
allowed for institutional uses such as schools, food banks
and hospitals.

• Containers would still be allowed on construction sites in
all areas for temporary storage of materials and equipment.

Permit requirements:

• Only one existing container can be grandfathered per
residential lot.  Commercial lots can keep up to two.

• Only two new containers will be allowed per commercial
lot or institutional use in a residential zone, and they may
not be stacked.

• The container(s) must be located and screened to minimize
visibility from the street and neighboring properties.

• The container(s) cannot occupy any required parking
spaces and must meet setback requirements.

• Cargo containers next to buildings must be painted to
match the building’s color.

• Outdoor containers may not be refrigerated.

For more details about the new rules, call Nora Gierloff in the
Department of Community Development, 206-431-3670.

Want to
become a citizen?

The Equity and Diversity Commission is offering a program to
those wishing to become U.S. citizens. They can help Tukwila
residents with their citizenship application fee, and will offer
free citizenship classes to immigrants who live in Tukwila.
Those who have some English skills, have lived in the U.S. for
five years and in Tukwila for four months, and who meet low-
income standards set by Housing and Urban Development are
eligible for financial assistance with their applications.

The Commission is holding an open house on May 30th at
6:30PM at Foster High School.  Come to this event to find out
more about this program and about how the Equity and
Diversity Commission can help. Have any questions? Call
Lucy Lauterbach at 206-433-1834.
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