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MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE: July 18, 2006 
 
SUBJECT:  ORDINANCE: PROHIBIT FEEDING OF FERAL PIGEONS 
 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 Adopt the ordinance to prohibit any person from intentionally feeding feral pigeons by 

amending Title 6, Health and Sanitation and by adding a new chapter 6.18 to the 
Redmond Municipal Code (RMC).   

 
II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 Rob Odle, Director, Planning and Community Development, 425-556-2417 
 Jim Roberts, Deputy Planning Director, 425-556-2424 
 James Haney, City Attorney, 206-447-7000 
 Deborah Farris, Code Compliance Officer, 425-556-2465 
 
III. DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
 In September 2005, Code Enforcement (CE) began receiving complaints regarding large 

numbers of feral pigeons roosting on utility pole wires and buildings in City Center.  As a 
result, fecal matter was accumulating on the walkways below, on rooftops, and on cars 
parked in the vicinity.  CE also received a separate complaint from a homeowner in a 
residential area of the city regarding pigeons on the homeowner’s roof.  Both sites were 
visited, and the complaints substantiated.  It was noted at that time that the pigeons were 
congregating in these areas because of intentional daily feedings by city residents. 

 
In an attempt to reduce the number of feral pigeons, a city official made a courtesy visit 
to a Redmond citizen in City Center and suggested that the feeding be stopped, 
explaining that this action was causing numerous problems.  As of June 2006, the 
pigeons are still being fed at this location.  The issue of citizens feeding pigeons in a 
residential neighborhood was not approached.  (See Exhibit B) 

  
CE reviewed the Redmond Municipal Code (RMC), the King County Health Code, the 
Revised Code of Washington, and the Washington Administrative Code, and determined 
that there were no enforceable current ordinances or statutes that the City of Redmond 
could apply that would require that a person stop feeding feral pigeons.  Therefore, a new 
ordinance is necessary to require that the feeding cease. 
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Because of the large numbers of feral pigeons perching on the utility lines above, 
pedestrians in City Center cannot comfortably use the sidewalk(s) below, patrons cannot 
use the front door of a neighboring business, car paint is being damaged, and a roof top is 
requiring a non-routine repair/replacement.  Sidewalks have become unsightly and 
increasingly slippery in wet weather.   
 
Public Works (PW) fielded a number of citizen complaints as well.  In order to make the 
sidewalks passable and less dangerous, the sidewalks must be pressure washed on a 
regular basis. (See Exhibit C)  While improving the conditions of the sidewalks, this 
action directs increased amounts of fecal material into storm drains, ultimately raising the 
bacterial level in the Sammamish River.  (See Exhibit D)  
 
Adoption of the ordinance will make it unlawful for any person to feed feral pigeons, 
thereby reducing their numbers, as they will need to search for food elsewhere.  This 
action will reduce the accumulation of fecal matter in these areas and its potentially 
unsafe, unsightly, and damaging effects.  In residential zones, with a minimum lot size of 
a half acre, keeping no more than ten (10) domestic pigeons would still be permitted.  
This is in accordance with RMC, Title 7, Section 7.04.156.  (See Exhibit E)  

 
The cities of Burien, Ocean Shores, Lynwood, Bellevue, Fircrest, and Everett have all 
adopted similar ordinances.  Staff can provide these ordinances upon request. 

 
IV. IMPACT 

A.  Service Delivery:  Adoption of the ordinance will reduce accumulations of fecal 
matter on public and private walkways, building roof tops, and cars.  Affected 
citizens would once again be able to use walkways that have had to be avoided.  
There would be a reduction in replacement and cleaning costs for those citizens 
whose roof tops and vehicles have been damaged and/or soiled.  Further, there would 
be a reduction in the increased costs in materials and labor that the PW department 
has had to incur for maintaining safer, cleaner and more aesthetically pleasing public 
rights-of-way.  Lastly, there would be a decreased amount of bacteria being forced 
into the Sammamish River; a body of water currently on Washington’s list of 
“impaired waters.”  (See Exhibit F)  

 
B.  Fiscal:  There would be no increased costs to the City to implement this program with 

existing Code Enforcement staff, but rather a reduction in maintenance costs both for 
the City and impacted property owners.   

 
 
 
V. ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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 Failure to adopt this ordinance will allow the current large numbers of feral pigeons to 
continue to damage property, foul walkways, and increase bacteria in public waterways.   

 
VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 
 There are no time constraints 
 
VII. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS     
 Attachment A:  Ordinance  

Attachment B:  Photographs (1-5) 
Attachment C:  Email: Jim Cooper, Transportation Operations Supervisor 
Attachment D:  Word Document: Andy Rheaume, IDDE Program Coordinator, Natural  
     Resources Division of Public Works 
Attachment E:  RMC, Title 7, Section 7.04.156. 
Attachment F:  Email: Andy Rheaume 

 
 
 
 

/s/  7/6/06  
 Robert G. Odle, Planning Director  Date  
 
 
 
 
 Approved for Council Agenda: /s/  7/6/06  
    Rosemarie Ives, Mayor  Date 
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          ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF REDMOND, 
WASHINGTON, PROHIBITING THE FEEDING OF FERAL 
PIGEONS; AMENDING TITLE 6, HEALTH AND 
SANITATION, ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 6.18 TO THE 
REDMOND MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR SUMMARY 
PUBLICATION. 

 
 

WHEREAS, the feeding of feral pigeons is resulting in an increase in the numbers 

of these birds and the increased depositing of fecal matter on public and privately owned 

properties; and 

WHEREAS, the increased numbers of feral pigeons and fecal matter is damaging 

property and making public and private walkways unsafe to walk on;  and 

            WHEREAS, there is increased bacteria being washed down storm drains causing 

increased bacteria in public waterways; and    

WHEREAS, the City Council desires this ordinance to establish a procedure and 

means for the prohibition of feeding pigeons, NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDMOND, WASHINGTON, DO 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  A new chapter 6.18 is hereby added to the Redmond Municipal Code 

to read as follows: 

“Chapter 6.18 
FEEDING OF FERAL PIGEONS 

 
Sections: 
Section 6.18.010 Feeding of feral pigeons prohibited.  
Section 6.18.020 Exceptions. 
Section 6.18.030 Enforcement.  
Section 6.18.040 Penalty for violations. 
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6.18.010 Feeding of feral pigeons prohibited 
 
It is unlawful for any person to intentionally feed feral pigeons. 
 
6.18.20 Exceptions. 

 
Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the feeding of domestic 
pigeons kept in compliance with Section 7.04.156 of this code. 

 
6.18.030 Enforcement. 

 
The Code Enforcement Officer is herby authorized and empowered 
to enforce this chapter. 

 
6.18.040 Penalty for violation. 
 
Any person violating or failing to comply with the provisions of 
the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be guilty of a civil 
violation.  Each violation will be considered a separate offense and 
be subject to civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 for each violation.  
The minimum civil penalty shall be $100.”  

 
Section 2. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 

section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance, being an exercise of a power 

specifically delegated to the City legislative body, is not subject to referendum and shall take 

effect five (5) days after passage and publication of an approved summary thereof consisting of 

the title. 

CITY OF REDMOND 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
MAYOR ROSEMARIE IVES 
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ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
CITY CLERK, MALISA FILES 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY: 
 
By: _______________________________ 
 JAMES E. HANEY 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:  
SIGNED BY THE MAYOR:  
PUBLISHED:  
EFFECTIVE DATE:  
ORDINANCE NO. _________ 
 
 






















