
ORDINANCE NO 6 1 6 6

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF AUBURN WASHINGTON AMENDING CHAPTER
1856 OF THE AUBURN CITY CODE RELATING TO
CHANGING MESSAGE CENTER SIGNS

WHEREAS on February 6 2006 the City of Auburn adopted Ordinance 5993

amending the Sign Code based upon the work of an Ad Hoc Sign Committee and

extensive study and recommendation by the Planning Commission and

WHEREAS changes in the sign industry have made changing message center

signs more affordable and

WHEREAS if not properly regulated changing message center signs can have a

detrimental impact to residential neighborhoods and be a potential distraction to the

motoring public and

WHEREAS the proposed code amendment was transmitted to the Washington

State Department of Community Trade and Economic Development and other State

agencies for review as required by RCW3670A160 and

WHEREAS environmental review on the proposal has been completed in

accordance with the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act SEPA with a

a SEPA addendum to the previously issued action for the 2006 Sign Code update being

issued on April 24 2007 and

WHEREAS the City of Auburn Planning Commission after conducting a duly

noticed public hearing on January 8 2008 has recommended the City Council adopt
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rightofway or on privately owned parcels with the owners permission on which may
be listed institutional names service clubs or organizations or points of interest or

similar public information Rightofway use permits may be required for signs located in
the public rightofway

B Temporary Signs
1 Special event signage may be allowed subject to the following

a Use of such signage is limited to 10 days per display not to exceed 10 days in any
90day period

b The area of any single sign shall not exceed 30 square feet
2 Banners may be allowed subject to the following
a No more than two such signs may be used per site at any given time
b Use of such signs is limited to 90 consecutive days and may not exceed

90 days in any 120day period
C The area of any single banner shall not exceed 120 square feet
3 Signs which are placed upon or within a window and which are intended to

be viewed from the rightofway shall not exceed 50 percent of the window area
4 Permits are not required except that signs exceeding the allowable size

and time duration must receive a permit issued by the planning building and community
director if special circumstances exist that warrant the additional signage

C Civic Events Street banners may be permitted subject to approval and
installation in accordance with rules and procedures established by the city of Auburn
public works department

D Sign Lighting Provisions
1 All lighting shall be arranged to reflect away from any residential zone No

person shall construct establish create or maintain any stationary exterior lighting or

illumination system or any interior system which is intended to be viewed from a street
highway or other public thoroughfare used for vehicular traffic which system contains or

utilizes

a Any exposed incandescent lamp with wattage in excess of 25 watts
b Any exposed incandescent lamp with a metallic reflector
c Any exposed incandescent lamp with an external reflector
d Any revolving beacon light
e Any continuous or sequential flashing operation except as allowed for

changing message center signs in subsection F1 of this section
2 The provisions of subsection D1 of this section shall not apply to
a Lighting systems owned or controlled by any public agency for the

purpose of directing or controlling navigation traffic or highway or street illumination
b Aircraft warning lights
E Construction Provisions Sight Distance Exposed Angle Iron and Wire
1 Each sign shall be adequately constructed in accordance with the

requirements of the International Building Codes as amended
2 Signs containing electrical circuitry shall meet the requirements of the

National Electrical Code and all state laws and shall include an approved testing lab
sticker
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3 Signs must meet vehicular sight distance requirements established by the

city engineer pursuant to ACC1848020B
4 When a projecting sign is used no angle irons guy wires or braces shall

be visible except those that are an integral part of the overall design such as

decorative metals or woods or unless they are required for safety
F Changing Message Center Siqns
1 Where permitted under this Chapter changing message center signs shall

comply with the following requirements provided that changing message center signs
that only display time and temperature or similar public service information shall be

exempt from these requirements
a Where allowed Changing Message Center signs shall only be allowed in

the I P1 C1 C2 DUC C3 M1 and M2 zones

i In the I and C1 zones changing message center signs shall only be
allowed on frontages along a collector minor or principal arterial street

ii In the I zone no changing message center sign shall operate between
the hours of 1000pmand 600am

iii In the DUC zone changing message center signs shall only be allowed
when located adiacentand oriented to Auburn Wav NorthAuburn Wav South street

standards for the D 0601

b Number No more than one changing message center sign per street

frontage shall be permitted on each property
C Sign Face Area Except in the I and P1 zones the changing message

center shall not constitute more than seventy five percent 75 of a signs total sign face
area

d Display
1 The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one

and onehalf15 seconds

2 No scrolling message shall require more than five 5 seconds to be

displayed in its entirety
e Light Levels

1 Changing message center signs shall have installed ambient light
monitors and shall at all times allow such monitors to automatically adjust the brightness
level of the sign based on ambient light conditions

2 At no time shall a changing message center sign be operated at a

brightness level greater than the manufacturersrecommended levels

3 All lighting shall be arranged to reflect away from any residential zone

The director shall have the authority to require a sign permit application include
information to ensure the intent ofthis requirement is met

4 The brightness level shall not exceed eight thousand 8000 nits when
measured from the signs face at its maximum brightness during daylight hours and five
hundred 500 nits when measured from the signsface at its maximum briahtness
between dusk and dawn

Ordinance No 6166

April 3 2008

Page 7 of 11



f On Premise Advertising Only Changing message center signs shall only
advertise onpremise products and services or display public service messages or

messages on behalf ofnotfarprofit organizations
g Additional Requirements A copy of the manufacturers operating manual

shall be provided to the City upon request
h Amortization All changing message center signs that do not comply

with the requirements of ACC sections 1856030F1d and F1e shall be brought
into compliance with those requirements by April 1 2009

1 G Change of Copy The holder of a permit for the duration thereof shall
have the right to change the advertising copy on the structure or sign for which the

permit was issued without being required to pay any additional fees
tH Exemptions Unless otherwise specified or unless expressly prohibited it

is not the intent of this chapter to regulate the following signs
1 The flag of a government or noncommercial institutions such as schools

with the poles treated as structures
2 Official public notices official court notices
3 Incidental signs see ACC18560200Definitions
4 Signs not visible from public rightofway
5 Lettering or symbols painted directly onto or flushmounted magnetically

onto an operable vehicle
6 Painting repainting cleaning repairing and other normal maintenance

unless structural or electrical changes are made
7 Religious symbols not attached to a permitted sign
8 Memorial signs or tablets names of buildings dates of erection and the

like which are incorporated into the building material and facade
9 Signs required by law traffic or pedestrian control signs signs indicating

scenic or historic points of interest which are erected by or on the order of a public
officer in the performance of his or her public duty

10 Sculptures fountains mosaics and design features which do not

incorporate advertising or identification
11 Temporary signs limited exclusively to noncommercial speech
XI Prohibited Signs From and after the effective date of the ordinance

codified in this chapter it shall be unlawful for any person to erect or place within the

city except as otherwise authorized

1 A swinging projecting sign
2 Portable signs except as permitted by ACC 1856025 Real Estate Signs

and ACC1856040EC2District
3 Banners pennants ribbons streamers spinners rotating or blinking

lights strings of lights or similar devices except as permitted by subsection B of this
section Temporary Signs

4 Flashing signs except as permitted in subsection D of this section

Lighting Provisions
5 Changing message center signs except as allowed in the I P1 C1 C2

C3 M1 and M2 zones
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6 Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer parked on private or

public property that is not associated with the business advertised on said signs This

provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its principal
products on a vehicle used in the normal course of business This does not include

automobile for sale signs or signs attached to franchised buses or taxis
7 Private signs placed in or on a public rightofwayexcept for as expressly

permitted by this chapter
8 Any sign which constitutes a traffic hazard or detriment to traffic safety by

reason of its size location movement coloring or method of illumination or by
obstructing the vision of drivers or detracting from the visibility of any official traffic

control device by diverting or tending to divert the attention of drivers of moving vehicles

from traffic movement on streets roads intersections or access facilities No sign shall

be erected so that it obstructs the vision of pedestrians by glare or method of
illumination or constitutes a hazard to traffic No sign may use words phrases symbols
or characters in such a manner as to interfere with mislead or confuse traffic

9 Any sign or advertising structure or supporting structure that is torn
damaged defaced or destroyed

10 Signs attached to poles installed by governmental agencies utility poles
trees rocks or other natural features

11 Signs attached to benches garbage cans or other street furniture located
within the public rightofway

12 Rotating signs
13 Billboards
14 Any sign which does not structurally or materially conform to the

requirements of the citys adopted International Building Code

t J Nonconforming Signs Permanent signs established legally prior to the

adoption of this chapter that do not conform to the regulations of this chapter with

regard to number size height or location shall be allowed to remain as legal
nonconforming signs except as follows

1 Whenever a new building replaces the principal building
2 When there is an expansion of an existing building the requirements of

this section shall apply only if there is an increase in floor area of 25 percent or more

including the cumulative increase of previous expansions after the effective date of the

ordinance amending this section
3 Whenever a nonconforming use is replaced by a conforming use the

requirements of this section shall apply in full to the new use if and only if there is a

change in required signage due to the zoning district

4 Any sign including the sign structure now or hereafter existing which no

longer advertises a bona fide business conducted or a product sold Such signs shall

be taken down and removed by the owner agent or person having the beneficial use of
the land building or structure upon which such sign may be found within 90 days after

written notification from the building official
J K Master Sign Plans Authorized The planning building and community

director has the authority to require a master sign plan to ensure a consistent and

Ordinance No 6166

April 3 2008

Page 9 of 11



coordinated signage scheme for development proposals In approving master sign
plans under the provisions of this subsection the director has the authority to approve
signage schemes that allow for signs greater in area and height than allowed in the

particular zone in which the development is located when a coordinated signage
scheme is used Master signage plans shall be recorded Ord 5993 1 2006 Ord
5342 2 2000 Ord 4705 2 1994 Ord 4229 2 1987

Section 3 Implementation The Mayor is hereby authorized to implement such

administrative procedures as may be necessary to carry out the directions of this

legislation

Section 4 Severability The provisions of this ordinance are deemed to be

separate and severable The invalidity if any clause sentence paragraph subdivision

section or portion of this ordinance or the invalidity of the remainder of this ordinance

or the validity if its application to other persons or circumstances

Section 4 Effective date This ordinance shall take effect and be in force five

days from and after its passage approval and publication as provided by law

INTRODUCED

PASSED

APPROVED

APR 7 2008

APR 7 2008

APR 7 2008

ATTEST

Da Ile E Daskam

City Clerk
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PETER B LEWIS

MAYOR
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