ORDINANCE NO. 6014

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF AUBURN, WASHINGTON, AMENDING SECTION
18.04.792 AND CREATING NEW SECTIONS 18.04.465,
18.04.485, 18.04.828 AND 18.46.090 OF THE AUBURN
CITY CODE RELATED TO HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS

WHEREAS, during recent years several communities in the Puget Sound area
have been approached by certain entities to allow temporary homeless tent
encampments on property owned by King County and/or by other agencies or entities;
and,

WHEREAS, some of the temporary tent encampments did not comply or did not
fully comply with the permitting requirements of the jurisdictions in which the temporary

tent encampments were located; and,

WHEREAS, the temporary tent encampments have necessitated increased
police presence in the area of the temporary tent encampments to protect the public

health, safety and welfare, at significant public costs; and,

WHEREAS, the Auburn Comprehensive Plan supports implementing standards
to minimize health and safety impacts and to protect the character of neighborhoods

from homeless encampments; and,

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2005, the Auburn City Council approved Resolution
No. 3808 establishing a moratorium on the acceptance of applications for licenses,
permits and approvals relating to transitory accommodations, and establishing a work
plan for review and development of ordinances and regulations relating to land uses for
transitory accommodations, for an initial period of one year, to: (1) properly review and
assess the impacts a particular proposed transitory accommodation may have on the
City and the immediate neighborhood; and, (2) determine the reasonable and

appropriate measures to be taken to mitigate those identified negative impacts; and,
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WHEREAS, in accordance with Washington State law including RCW Sections
35A.63.220 and 36.70A.390 and within sixty days of the date of the adoption of the
moratorium, a public hearing on the moratorium was held by the Auburn City Council on
March 7, 2005; and,

WHEREAS, on January 17, 20086, the Auburn City Council approved Resolution
No. 3966 providing for a six month extension on moratorium on the acceptance of
applications for licenses, permits and approvals relating to transitory accommodations;

and,

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2006 the Auburn City Council held a public hearing

on the extension of the moratorium; and,

WHEREAS, in conformity with the responsibilities of the City of Auburn to provide
for zoning and land use regulations pursuant to state law, and the City's authority to
regulate land use activity within its corporate limits, the City developed appropriate

zoning and land use regulations for homeless encampments; and,

WHEREAS, on April 4, 2006, the City of Auburn Planning Commission held a
duly noticed public hearing on the code amendment and, after considering testimony,

made a recommendation to City Council, and,

WHEREAS, on May 8, 2006 the Planning and Community Development
Committee of the Auburn City Council recommended approval of the proposed

ordinance to the City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE. AMENDMENT TO CITY CODE. That Section 18.04.792 of the
Auburn City Code is amended to read as follows:
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18.04.792 Religious institution.

“Religious institution” means an establishment that provides religious worship, religious
services or religious ceremonies as its principal use with the sanctuary or principal place
of worship contained within a principal building. Incidental and accessory uses that
include Sunday school rooms, daycare, classrooms, kitchen, library room or reading
room, recreation hall or offices are permitted in the principal building or in separate
buildings. Caretaker's quarters or living quarters for employees are also

permissible. Unless allowed under a valid temporary use permit issued pursuant
to ACC section 18.46.090, the following lincidental and accessory uses are not
permitted are: (A) facilities for training of religious orders; (B) nonemployee rooms for
rent, boarding rooms or similar facilities; or (C) public showers or other public health
services.

SECTION TWO CREATION OF NEW SECTION TO CITY CODE. That a new
Section 18.04.465 of the Auburn City Code is created to read as follows:

18.04.465 Homeless Encampment.

“Homeless encampment” means an emergency homeless encampment hosted
by a church or other organization, which provides temporary housing to homeless
persons.

SECTION THREE CREATION OF NEW SECTION TO CITY CODE. That a
new Section 18.04.485 of the Auburn City Code is created to read as follows:

18.04.485 Host Agency

“Host agency” means the owner of the property, being a religious institution or
other organization, that joins a sponsoring agency in an application for a Temporary
Use Permit for providing basic services and support to homeless encampment
residents, such as hot meals, coordination of other needed donations and services, etc.

SECTION FOUR CREATION OF NEW SECTION TO CITY CODE. That a
new Section 18.04.828 of the Auburn City Code is created to read as follows:

18.04.828 Sponsoring Agency

“Sponsoring agency” means an organization that joins in an application with a
host agency for a Temporary Use Permit and assumes responsibility for providing basic
services and support to homeless encampment residents, such as hot meals,
coordination of other needed donations and services, etc.

SECTION FIVE CREATION OF NEW SECTION TO CITY CODE. That a
new Section 18.46.090 of the Auburn City Code is created to read as follows:

18.46.090 Homeless encampments.

The Director of Planning, Building and Community may issue a temporary and
revocable permit for a Homeless Encampment subject to the following criteria and
requirements.
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A. Procedural approval.

1. The Sponsoring Agency shall notify the City of the proposed
Homeless Encampment a minimum of 30 days in advance of the proposed date
of establishment for the Homeless Encampment and at least 14 days before
submittal of the Temporary Use Permit. The advance notification shall contain
the following information:

a. The date the Homeless Encampment will encamp.
b. The length of the encampment.
C. The maximum number of residents proposed; and,
d. The host location.
2. The sponsoring agency shall conduct at least one (1) public

informational meeting within, or as close to, the neighborhood where the
proposed Homeless Encampment will be located, a minimum of two (2) weeks
prior to the submittal of the Temporary Use Permit application. The time and
location of the meeting shall be agreed upon between the City and sponsoring
agency. All property owners within 1,000 feet of the proposed Homeless
Encampment shall be notified at least 14 days in advance of the meeting by the
sponsoring agency. Proof of mailing shall be provided to the Director of Planning
Building and Community.

3. The temporary use permit application shall be accompanied by a hold
harmless agreement whereby the host agency and sponsoring agency agree to
indemnify the city of Auburn for, and hold it harmless from, all damages that may
result from the operation of the homeless encampment by such permit grantee
and shall pay all damages for which the permit grantee or the city of Auburn shall
be held liable as the result of injuries suffered by any person, association or
corporation by reason of the operation of the homeless encampment, provided,
that in case any claim is filed with the city of Auburn or any suit or action is
instituted against said city by reason of any such damage or injury the city
council shall promptly cause written notice thereof to be given to the grantee and
the grantee shall have the right to defend any such suit or action.

B. Site Criteria

1. If the sponsoring agency is not the host agency of the site, the
sponsoring agency shall submit a written agreement from the host agency
allowing the Homeless Encampment.

2. The property must be sufficient in size to accommodate tents and
necessary on-site facilities, including, but not limited to the following:
a. Sanitary portable toilets in the number required to meet
capacity guidelines;
b. Hand washing stations by the toilets and by the food areas;
c. Refuse receptacles;
d. Food tent and security tent.
3. The host and sponsoring agencies shall provide an adequate water

source to the Homeless Encampment, as approved by the provider as
appropriate or other water service.

4. No Homeless Encampment shall be located within a Critical Area or
its buffer as defined under Chapter 16.10.
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5. No permanent structures will be constructed for the Homeless
Encampment.

6. No more than 100 residents shall be allowed. The City may further
limit the number of residents as site conditions dictate.

7. Adequate on-site parking shall be provided for the Homeless
Encampment. No off-site parking will be allowed. The number of vehicles used
by Homeless Encampment residents shall be provided. If the Homeless
Encampment is located on-site with another use, it shall be demonstrated that
the Homeless Encampment parking will not create a shortage of code-required
on-site parking for the other uses on the property.

8. The Homeless Encampment shall be within a quarter (1/4) mile of a
bus stop with seven (7) days per week service, whenever possible. If not located
within a quarter mile of a bus stop, the sponsoring agency must demonstrate the
ability for residents to obtain access to the nearest public transportation stop
(such as carpools or shuttle buses).

9. The Homeless Encampment shall be adequately buffered and
screened from adjacent right-of-way and residential properties. Screening shall
be a minimum height of six (6) feet and may include, but is not limited to, a
combination of fencing, landscaping, or the placement of the homeless
encampment behind buildings. The type of screening shall be approved by the
City.

10. Al sanitary portable toilets shall be screened from adjacent
properties and rights-of-way. The type of screening shall be approved by the
City and may include, but is not limited to, a combination of fencing and/or
landscaping.

11. The sponsoring agency shall be responsible for the clean up of the
homeless encampment site within seven (7) calendar days of the encampment’s
termination.

C. Security

1. An Operations and Security Plan for the Homeless Encampment
shall be submitted and approved by the City.

2. The host agency shall provide to all residents of the Homeless
Encampment a “Code of Conduct” for living at the Homeless Encampment. A
copy of the “Code of Conduct” shall be submitted to the City at the time of
application.

3. All Homeless Encampment residents must sign an agreement to
abide by the Code of Conduct and failure to do so shall result in the
noncompliant resident’'s immediate and permanent expulsion from the property.

4, The sponsoring agency shall keep a log of all people who stay
overnight in the encampment, including names and birth dates, and dates of
stay.

5. The sponsoring agency shall take all reasonable and legal steps to

obtain verifiable identification, such as a driver's license, government-issued
identification card, military identification or passport from prospective and existing
encampment residents.
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