












(Revised 4/04) 5 Fort Ward Design Guidelines

Open Space

Intent:
To enhance the existing wetlands.

Guidelines:
A comprehensive wetland overlay master plan should be developed 
for the entire wetland system, including the adjacent land ownership.

An acceptable list of plants, specific to Fort Ward wetland areas, 
should be developed in the wetland master plan process.

Intent:
To protect significant trees and tree stands.

Guidelines:
Encourage retention of significant trees where possible (12" caliper 
and greater as defined in the City Zoning Ordinance) for the Fort 
Ward community. Significant and historic trees should be identified 
for the entire community, including the wetlands and buffers through 
the wetland master plan process.

Intent:
To maintain open space areas.

Guidelines:
Publicly owned landscape areas should be maintained by the City of 
Bainbridge Island, all other landscaping should be maintained by the 
owner or neighborhood association.

Intent:
To enhance the historic character of the community.

Guidelines:
Park and open space designs should respect and reflect the historic 
use of the area.

Intent:
To enhance the view from the road.

Guidelines:
Landscape buffers in the rights-of-way should be kept with indige-
nous plants as approved by the Bainbridge Island Landscape Code.
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Private Space
The following areas will be governed by the guidelines in this subsec-
tion:
Property or sites
Buildings

Site Design

Intent:
To maintain the historic character of the community.

Guidelines:
Houses should be set back from the street as prescribed in the zoning 
code. Porches are allowed in the setback up to five feet.

Intent:
To maintain the natural character of the view from the road.

Guidelines:
Garages should be sited at the rear of the site, or in the side setback 
and screened from the roadway. At a minimum, the garage should be 
set back or recessed from the front of the house. A carport may be 
used if it reflects the historic character in the community.

A reduction to a minimum of a 5' rear setback for a detached garage 
that is consistent with these guidelines.

Intent:
To minimize curb cuts on the roadways.

Guidelines:
Shared driveways or alleys are encouraged, especially on small lots 
under 7,000 square feet and along Fort Ward Hill Road.










