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SECTION 1:
INTRODUCTION

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Si View Metropolitan Park District is to work in partnership with the
community to preserve historic Si View Park and provide opportunities to enhance the quality of
life through the facilitation of recreation programs and parks in the Snoqualmie Valley.

INTRODUCTION

A community set in the extraordinary surroundings of the Snoqualmie Valley should strive for
more than ordinary parks, recreation and community services. To provide a variety of
opportunities that capitalize on the remarkable resources and unique characteristics of our area,
the Si View Metropolitan Park District (District) must create a vision for the future of parks and
recreation in the Snoqualmie Valley.

Generally speaking, parks and recreation services are considered good things. Parks and
recreation contribute to our landscape, our health, our community and our overall quality of life.
It takes resources, however to provide parks and recreation services and because resources are
limited, the District must plan ahead for their use. The anticipated growth in our area demands
good planning to preserve both our quality of life and to ensure a strong parks and recreation
system for future generations.

PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN

The District was formed in 2003, and therefore this is the Districtis first Comprehensive Plan
(Plan). The purpose of this Plan is to provide a tool for existing and future public officials, staff
and private citizens to plan for the future needs of the community. This Plan provides a logical,
consistent, and purposeful approach to managing parks and recreation services in our area. It
will be used to guide public policy and development decisions while preserving and enhancing
the quality of life that makes the Snoqualmie Valley a special place to live, work and visit.

This Plan offers an inventory of existing parks and recreation facilities and programs, discussion
of key issues, and recommendations involving all facets of park and recreation service delivery.
This plan will also maintain the Districtis eligibility for state and federal funds that are
administered by the Washington Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation.

The specific elements of the plan include:

* Ananalysis of the communityis population and setting.
* An analysis of existing parks, open space areas and trail facilities.
» An analysis of current District operations.
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e Anassessment of the communityis recreation and facility needs.

* Recommendations for intergovernmental cooperation and partnerships.

» Recommendations for the acquisition and development of parks, open space and trails
within the District.

* Recommendations related to management, administration and other aspects of providing
park and recreation services.

* Recommendations for funding and implementing this Plan.

PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process consisted of four basic steps. The first step involved a facility assessment
of the Si View Community Center and Pool. The facility assessment was done in stages using
both professional engineers and consultants to identify, prioritize and provide cost estimates for
future facility improvements. This information was used to guide the development of the capital
improvement program.

The second step involved a District-wide public survey that was administered by Leisure Vision,
a polling firm with national experience in community park and recreation surveys. Questions
ranged from the types of recreation programs people are interested in, to the need for additional
parks and recreation facilities in the Snoqualmie Valley. Additionally, respondents were asked
to quantify their support for the renovation of existing District facilities and/or the development
of new parks and recreation facilities.

The third step in the process was to assess the parks and recreation services currently offered by
the District and to determine what modifications to the levels of service are warranted. This
determination was based on public meetings, the District-wide survey, input from the Board of
Commissioners, consultation with user groups and input from District staff,

The fourth step was to establish goals and a timeline for the implementation of this Plan. These
include recommendations for improving and expanding park and recreation services in the
District in addition to a series of implementation strategies for funding and managing the actions
of the District for the next six years.

RESPONSIBILITY

The District is authorized to hold the powers provided in RCW 35.61, including, but not limited
to, the authority to govern the District and to levy a general tax on all property located in the
District.
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SECTION 2:
COMMUNITY PROFILE

GEOGRAPHIC SETTING

As shown below in Figure 2.1, the District is located in the Upper Snoqualmie Valley, in east
King County in the last river town before Snoqualmie Pass. Interstate 90 travels east and west
through the District, providing a direct and easy linkage to Snoqualmie Pass and Cle Elum in the
east and the Seattle metropolitan area in the west.

AR ! '
AN L\ NN L]_| P L

Si View Metropolitan {
Park District

The District covers approximately 17,310 acres or 27 square miles, including the City of North
Bend (1,897 acres) and Fire District No. 38, in unincorporated King County (15,413 acres). The
District and the Upper Snoqualmie Valley are rich in natural resources and recreation
opportunities including the Mount-Baker Snoqualmie National Forest, the Snoqualmie Pass ski
area, Rattlesnake Mountain and Snoqualmie Falls.

Although the District is located on the stateis major east-west highway corridor, it is surrounded
by the Cascade Mountains to the east. These mountains, including county, state and local
wilderness areas provide a vast number of recreation opportunities to Snoqualmie Valley
residents and visitors to the area. Numerous agencies including the Mountains to Sound
Greenway are working to protect and preserve this land for future generations. These efforts
along with the regulations of the Growth Management Act, place restrictions on the future
growth of the Upper Snoqualmie Valley. In addition, these restrictions have a corresponding
impact on the growth of the Districtis tax base.
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Humans first came to the Snoqualmie Valley about 5,000 years ago after the glaciers receded.
The glaciers left a fertile plain and a magnificent 300 foot waterfall. The river had been moved
from its ancient bed by the glacier and could not seek its natural level because of the bedrock
encountered at the lip of what is now known as Snoqualmie Falls. Mountain goats were plentiful
on the crags; deer, edible bulbs, bracken fern roots and berries were abundant on the prairie.
Without salmon there was little to draw a permanent year-round population above the falls, but
as trade between the Native Americans on the coast and those inland increased, the prairie of the
Upper Snoqualmie became a traditional seasonal rendezvous area.

HISTORY*

The Valley was originally settled by members of the Snoqualmie Tribe. They christened the
Valley "Snoqualmie,” which in their native tongue means valley of the moon. In the 1850is
white settlers began to realize the value of the land for both agricultural subsistence and small
scale timber operations and began moving to the Valley.

By 1877 there were twelve logging operations on the Snoqualmie River. Some logs were floated
over the falls and down-river to Everett and the Sound. By 1886, logging camps on the river
employed 140 men and sent millions of board feet of logs down stream.

Three Puget Sound partners formed the Hop Growers Association in 1882. They purchased land
and soon expanded to over 1,500 acres, about 900 of them in hops. The Snoqualmie Hop Farm
was billed as "the largest Hop Ranch in the World," and was headquartered at Meadowbrook
Farm. Hop growing flourished for about a dozen years, and then world market conditions and
aphid attacks brought an abrupt decline into the late 1890's.

By 1889, Puget Sound entrepreneurs, tired of railroad barons bypassing Seattle, had funded and
built their own railroad, the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railroad, into the Upper Valley in a
premature attempt to cross the Cascade mountains. This opened up the agricultural and timber
resources to the markets of the world, and began the influx of tourists to the Snoqualmie Valley.

With the railroad came a feverish speculation in Upper Valley land. The Town of North Bend
was platted originally as iSnoqualmie PrairieT, and Snoqualmie was platted in August of 1889 as
1Snoqualmie FallsT by Seattle interests. In the late 1890's a local civil engineer built the
underground power plant at Snoqualmie Falls - which produced both electricity and local jobs.
The original generators are still spinning today. A small company town, including a railroad
depot, grew at the Falls to house workers. Expansion in 1911 added a second power house
around the corner below the Falls.

In 1917 the second all-electric lumber mill in the nation opened at the new company town of
Snoqualmie Falls, built across the river from Snoqualmie. The economy of the Valley was given
a significant and stable employment base. As World War | funneled mill workers away, they
were replaced by soldiers to keep essential wood products, which included spruce for airplanes,
in production.
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The building boom in Snoqualmie lasted until the Great Depression, which hit bottom in the
Upper Valley in 1932. Salaries and wages fell, but the Snoqualmie Falls Lumber Company mill
continued to produce throughout the hard times. World War Il and the post-war boom increased
the lumber requirements of the nation but also increased personal mobility.

The Federal Works Progress Administration (WPA) was designed to coordinate the programs of
various federal agencies providing work to the unemployed during the Great Depression.
Created under the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935, the guiding principal was that
gainful employment on public projects was preferable to the acceptance of doles in terms of
worker self-respect, the conservation of skills and solid economic recovery.

In King County, the WPA left a lasting legacy. With the establishment of the King County parks
system in 1935, individual communities, the County and the WPA formed an effective public-
private partnership. This partnership resulted in the acquisition and improvement of at least
fifteen park sites and the construction of eight major recreational facilities, including the Si View
Community Center and Pool in 1938.

Financing for the Si View Community Center and Pool project was worked out with the WPA,
with 25% of the monies coming from the county and approximately 75% from WPA. Once
built, the Si View Community Center was managed locally and served as it does today as the
social hub of the community.

In the summer of 1941, the look of downtown North Bend changed suddenly with the
completion of the Cross-State Highway, the forerunner of Interstate 90. Over the next several
decades, North Bend's cafes and drive-in restaurants, motels, gas stations and garages, spread
further and further to the east along the highway. By night, neon lights illuminated the busy
thoroughfare, the only central business district remaining on the cross-state corridor.

Nonetheless, the inevitable bypass eventually came to be. By the early 1980s, 1-90

bypassed the City of North Bend a half-mile to the south, leaving downtown North Bend to re-
invent itself once again as an attraction worth stopping for. The Snoqualmie Valley and North
Bend remain a tourist destination and a stop-over point for travelers on 1-90.

*Source: A Short History of the Upper Snoqualmie Valley, Dave Battey

PARK DISTRICT FORMATION

The City of North Bend and King County initiated the proposal to form the Si View
Metropolitan Park District (King County Ordinance No. 14505 and City of North Bend
Resolution 900) in October of 2002. The City and County worked collaboratively to find a
solution to ensure the continuing operation of the Si View Community Center, Park and Pool. At
the time, King County lacked the financial resources to continue to own and operate the Si View
facilities, thus, without the District these facilities would have been closed. The solution
mutually preferred by the County and the City was the creation of a Metropolitan Park District
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that would equitably distribute the financial burden of operating the Si View facilities to all users
(i.e., both County and City residents in the area).

The Si View Metropolitan Park District was incorporated on February 4, 2003 by a 71% majority
vote of the community in a special election. At the same time, five Commissioners were elected
and now serve as the governing body of the District. Commissioners serve staggered six-year
terms.

The District includes the entirety of the City of North Bend and the unincorporated County lands
located within the boundaries of King County Fire District No. 38 (except for that portion of the
Fire District which is situated within the borders of the City of Snoqualmie). The Si View
Community Center, Park and Pool serve as the centerpiece for the District. These facilities,
which are 10.7 acres in size, are located within the City of North Bend and are the only such
regional recreational facilities in the Snoqualmie Valley.

The District began offering limited park and recreation services in the summer of 2003 and
moved to a full-scale park and recreation operation in the summer of 2004. The Si View
Community Center, Park and Pool serve as the social, educational and cultural center of the
community. Examples of current uses include: soccer, baseball, softball, tennis, gymnastics, day
camp, fitness and aerobics classes, family (parent-child; adults; seniors) playground groups and
swimming (private lessons, public swim, swim team). The facility also serves as a rental space
hosting local PTA auctions, weddings, anniversaries, church groups and public and private
meetings. In 2005 with the expansion of recreation programs, the District began to offer
programs at other locations in the area including Two Rivers School, Meadowbrook Farm and
the Mt. Si Senior Center.

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Forecasts from the Puget Sound Regional Council up to the year 2030 indicate that King County
and the region will continue to grow at a significant and stable rate. Specific forecasts for the
Upper Snoqualmie Valley indicate a far more rapid growth fi from a population of 13,851 in
2000 to a population of 16,500 in 2030, or a growth rate of 19% over the next three decades.
Table 2.1 provides population data for the Snoqualmie Valley and the Upper Snoqualmie Valley.

TABLE 2.1 fi Population of Snoqualmie Valley

Jurisdiction 1980 1990 2000 2030 Change % Change
Census Census Census | Estimate | 1990-2000 1990-2000
Snoqualmie Valley | 17,480 25,847 33,702 41,042 7,855 30.4%
\ngﬁg;snoq“a'm'e 8885 | 11,285 | 13851 | 16,500 2,649 19.1%
Source: Puget Sound Regional Council, December 2003
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