New Utility Charges Fund Env

Homeowners Will See Utility Bill Increase

Beginning in January, people may see two new charges on
their utility bills. One will be a fee to purchase sensitive prop-
erty in the Lake Whatcom watershed. The other will fund a
storm- and surface-water utility.

When fully implemented, the two new charges may add up
to about $12 a month for most single-family homes. Because city
utility bills are issued every other month, most people will see
a $24 increase in their bills. Although the new fees may appear
at the same time, they are very different from each other.

Property Acquisition Surcharge

Earlier this year, the City Council passed an ordinance that
required the city to charge unmetered single-family water us-
ers an additional $5 a month to pay for watershed land pur-
chases and other preservation measures. Metered single-fam-
ily water users outside the city will be charged $7.50 a month
and larger water users will be charged a proportionate amount.

The new charge is expected to generate about $1.6 million
in 2001. Although the City Council has not publicly identi-
fied any specific properties that will be purchased, it did au-
thorize a Watershed Advisory Board be created to develop pro-
posals. This new board will include residents from the city,
county and Water District 10. Board members will serve three-
year terms.

The board will make recommendations about what criteria
should be used to decide which land is purchased and will
make recommendations about certain parcels. The City Coun-
cil must approve the criteria and any purchases.

The city will use the $1.6 million for more than purchasing
property. It will be able to accomplish more by also being used
to buy land development rights, which will ensure that prop-
erty remains undeveloped. Similarly, the city plans to protect
some land through conservation easements and access agree-
ments. This means that some of the watershed property may
become available for light public recreational use, such as hiking,
while some land will remain private with permanent develop-
ment restrictions in place.

O For more information on this program, contact Joe
Rutan, superintendent of services for Public Works, at
360-676-6850.

How does the Proposed
Monthly Storm- and Surface-
Water Fee Compare With
Other Cities’ Fees?

Bothell ......ccccceevevrnneee, $5.56
(0]1711] o] - A $6.00
Bellingham......... $5.00/7.00
Puyallup .ccoeevveriieine, $7.07
Bellevue .......ccoeevvvneee, $8.86
Redmond.......cccccevneee. $11.50

“We have worked hard to develop a middle-of-the-
road approach in dealing with our storm- and
surface-water management needs. Our goals are to
meet the environmental laws, to improve protection
of the watershed and to still allow appropriate new
development.”

— Assistant Public Works Director Tom Rosenberg

Storm- and Surface-Water Utility

When people think of utilities, they often think of their electric
utility or their natural gas utility. They pay a bill and the ser-
vice is delivered to their homes. The city’s storm- and surface-
water utility delivers service in a less obvious manner. The
service is in the form of programs to improve water quality,
reduce flooding, provide for ongoing operation and mainte-
nance and bring the city into regulatory compliance.

At the time this newsletter was going to press, the City Council
was considering whether to approve the fee before the end of
2000, with charges beginning in January 2001.

“We have worked hard to develop a middle-of-the-road
approach in dealing with our storm- and surface-water man-
agement needs,” said Assistant Public Works Director Tom
Rosenberg. “Our goals are to meet the environmental laws, to
improve protection of the watershed and to still allow appro-
priate new development.”

The new fee is being considered to fund and manage projects
needed to prevent flooding and erosion and to protect water
quality and fish habitat in local streams and Bellingham Bay.
These projects would help the city comply with state and fed-
eral regulations.

State and federal laws are requiring improved storm- and
surface-water management. These laws include the Puget Sound
Water Quality Management Plan and the federal Clean Water
Act. The programs of the utility will also be responsive to the
requirements of the Endangered Species Act. The recent list-
ing of some area salmon runs as endangered has added signifi-
cant and expensive environmental requirements.

If approved by the City Council, the storm-water utility rate
will be charged to all developed properties within the city lim-
its. The charges would be based upon the amount of land that is
covered by either buildings or pavement. Owners of very small
homes could pay just $5 a month when the fee is fully imple-
mented, while owners of very large homes may pay $7 a month
for every 3,000 square feet of surface covered with pavement or
buildings. Most single-family homes will be charged $7 a month.

The charges would be added as a separate item on the city
utility bill. Owners of properties such as parking lots, who do
not receive a utility bill now, would receive a utility billing
for the storm- and surface-water utility. Likewise, city resi-
dents who are on wells or have septic systems would receive a
storm- and surface-water utility bill.

When fully implemented the annual expense of operating
the storm- and surface-water utility is estimated at approxi-
mately $4.5 million.

O For more about the storm- and surface-water utility,
contact Utility Engineer Bill Reilly at 360-676-6961.

Proposed Rates are Based on Building Size and Type

Flat Rates for Typical Single-Family Homes

Based on Building(s) Footprint Only

$3.00 -in 2001 $5.00 -in 2001
$5.00 -in 2002 $7.00 -in 2002
per month per month

Single-Family Residential
(1,000 sq. ft. or less)

Single-Family Residential
(1,001 - 3,000 sq. ft.)

Variable Rate for Industrial, Commercial,
Multi-Family, etc. & Large Single-Family Residential
Based on Total Impervious Surface Area

$5.00 -in 2001

$7.00 -in 2002
per month for each 3,000 sq. ft.

ENTRYWAY

PATIO

DRIVEWAY

PARKING

WALKWAY

Large Single-Family Residential
(more than 3,000 sq. ft.)
All Other Uses, Regardless of Size

The rates for Single-Family Residential buildings, under 3,000 square feet, is based on the combined area of the first floor of the home
and the garage (whether part of the main dwelling or detached). This data is obtained from Whatcom County Assesor's Office records.
The rates for larger buildings is calculated from aerial photos, building permit information, or contact with the property owner.
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Storm- and Surf:
Fee Questions a

How much is the fee?

The basic storm- and surface-water utili
phased in over two years. For most single:
month (with a $3 per month fee for smalle
to $7 and $5 in 2002. Other types of land
much of the property is covered by imper
tops and compacted gravel (see chart on ps

What will the fee do?

« Allow the city to facilitate programs nee
regulatory requirements.

« Allow the city to undertake new projec
number of high-priority capital projects
improve water quality and enhance fish

* Help the city meet new environmental r
water resource regulations set high stan
quality of runoff to protect the environi
obtain federal permits for all storm-wate
storm-water management system in plac

* Provide relief for street funding curren
management. Operation and maintenan
storm-water system program is paid fol
services through the Storm- and Surfac
equitable, but it will free up the Street
resurfacing streets and pothole repairs.

Will properties that are outside the «

be charged?
No. The Storm- and Surface-Water Utili
inside city limits.

Will properties that don’t have wate

Yes. It will be charged to all properties v
buildings) inside the city, regardless of wi
water. This means that owners of paved p
upon the size of those paved areas.

Is the new fee the only revenue sou

Water Utility?

No. Although the new fee will be a key
the only revenue source. Other sources in
* Permit fees and system development ch:

the time of property development. Thes

growth.

* The city’s Street Fund will be charged a
surface of city streets. The Washington .
be charged an ongoing fee based upon t
including Interstate 5, within the city.

 Grant and loan funding will be pursued
and low-interest loans.

Water/Sewer D
Avallable for S

Low-income seniors and disabled citizens
may apply for a reduced rate for their water
and sewer bills. The City Council is consider-
ing also including the reduced-rate option for
the proposed storm- and surface-water bills.

Disabled people must be receiving perma-
nent Social Security Disability payments to
qualify.

The city decides if someone qualifies by
reviewing annual income levels and compar-
ing them with an income level that is deter-
mined by the city. The city has offered reduced
rates on water and sewer bills since 1982.

People who meet the requirements can have
their bills reduced by the following amounts:
* 0-50 percent of qualifying income: 75

percent fee reduction.
 51-75 percent of qualifying income: 50

percent fee reduction.
* 76-100 percent of qualifying income: 25
percent fee reduction.

The qualifying income varies depending
upon the total household income.

If low-income seniors or low-income disabled
people are renting, they must ask their land-
lord to apply for the discount. The landlord
will be required to certify that the savings will
be entirely passed on to the renter.
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