
CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 
RESOLUTION NO. 1336 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON, 
ESTABLISHING DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES 
WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEE RESOLUTION 

 
A. Fees are charged for services provided by the City for the development of land and 

construction of structures which includes the review of permit applications, issuance of 
permits, field inspections, and related actions; and 

 
B. The City’s management and budget policies indicate that development and construction 

permit fees should be based on the actual costs of providing services and should strive to 
move toward full cost recovery; and 

 
C. The cost of providing such reviews has been tracked in the User Fee Study for the 

Development Services Group conducted by FCS Group, Inc. in 1999 and fees moving toward 
full cost recovery of services can now be established; and 

 
D. Prior to the establishment of Resolution No. 1260, adopted November 15, 1999, some areas 

of private development review and regulation had been identified as costly and having no 
fees; and 

 
E. By Resolution No. 1260, adopted November 15, 1999, the City adopted a method of 

determining building valuations utilizing 100 percent of the values shown on the Building 
Valuation Data table in the Building Standards Magazine published by the International 
Conference of Building Officials without the regional modifier, which is utilized in 
establishing permit fees. This publication was updated annually, with a final publication in 
April 2002; and 

 
F.  The Building Valuation Data table is no longer in print; however, the City desires to continue 

to rely on the same methodology of calculating building valuations; and 
 
G. The method for determining fees set forth in Resolution 1260 relied upon permit fee tables 

set forth in the Uniform Administrative Code, which will no longer be in effect as of July 1, 
2004. However, these tables continue to be useful in establishing permit fees; and 

 
H. In conjunction with Mercer Island’s transition to new construction codes that will take effect 

July 1, 2004, this resolution clarifies the City’s development and construction permit fee 
structure; and 

 
I. The provisions below tie the cost of providing review and permitting of development and 

construction permits to annual changing economic factors; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Pursuant to Mercer Island City Code (MICC) 17.15.040 and 17.14, Section 108, 
Fees, and in consideration of the User Fee Study for the Development Services Group conducted 
by FCS Group, Inc. in 1999, development and construction permit fees are adopted as set forth in 
Exhibit “A,” which reflects the fee study, current policies, and annual increases established in 
the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April publication).  Thereafter, the fees shall be increased annually by 
the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April publication). 
 
SECTION 2. The City of Mercer Island Building Valuation Data Table which is set forth in 
Exhibit “B” and is identical in content to the International Conference of Building Officials 
Building Standards periodical dated April 2002, with the addition that it incorporates two years 
of annual increases established in the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April publication).  Thereafter, the 
fees shall be increased annually by the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April publication). 
 
 
SECTION 3. The permit fees set forth in the 1997 edition of the Uniform Administrative Code 
shall be increased based on two years of increases per the CPI-W, U.S. Cities, April publication 
in order to bring the tables in alignment with industry standards for fee increases, and shall be 
incorporated into Mercer Island Fee Tables as Exhibit “C” to establish permit fees to use as of 
July 1, 2004, which shall therefore be increased annually by the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April 
publication).  Thereafter, the fees shall be increased annually by the CPI-W, U.S. Cities (April 
publication). 
 
 
SECTION 4.  The fees established by this resolution shall take effect and be in force on and after 
July 1, 2004. 
 
ADOPTED by the City Council of Mercer Island, Washington at its regular meeting on the 7th 
day of June, 2004. 
 

_____________________ 
Alan R. Merkle, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Allison Spietz, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
_____________________________ 
Londi K. Lindell, City Attorney 

 





 

Mercer Island Building Valuation Data Table 

 
The City of Mercer Island has modified the Building Valuation Data table published by the International Conference of Building Officials in 
the April 2002 Building Standards™ publication to reflect annual increases established in the CPI-W, U.S. Cities, April publication.  This 
publication was originally provided by ICBO at the request of numerous building officials to establish building valuation data representing 
average costs for most buildings in order to determine permit fees. 
 
Because residential buildings are the most common for many cities, two general classes are considered for these, one for “average” 
construction and the other for “good.”  Adjustments should be made for special architectural or structural features and the location of the 
project. Higher or lower unit costs may often result.  The City of Mercer Island shall typically apply “good” construction valuations. 
 
The unit costs are intended to provide guidance in determining fees as set forth in Mercer Island City Code Chapter 17.14, Section 108 and 
shall include architectural, structural, electrical, plumbing and mechanical work, except as specifically listed below. The unit costs also 
include the contractor’s profit, which should not be omitted.  
 
The determination of plan check fees for projects reviewed by the International Conference of Building Officials will be based on valuation 
computed from these figures.  To use this table for residential construction, multiply the cost per square foot for dwellings, Item 8, by the 
floor area to get the valuation.  Include private garages, Item 17, and porches, Item 7. 

 
Occupancy & Type / Building Valuation per Square Foot 

*Add 0.5% to total cost for each story over three. **Deduct 20 % for shell-only buildings. ***Deduct 11% for mini-warehouses 

 
1. APARTMENT HOUSES: 

Type I or II F.R.* $  92.60 
(Good) 114.10 
Type V—Masonry (or Type III)   75.60 
(Good)  92.60 
Type V—Wood Frame  66.60 
(Good)  85.60 
Type I—Basement Garage  39.10 
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2. AUDITORIUMS: 

Type I or II F.R.  $109.50 
Type II—1-Hour   79.30 
Type II—N  75.00 
Type III—1-Hour   83.30 
Type III—N   79.10 
Type V—1-Hour  79.70 
Type V—N 74.40 

 
3. BANKS: 

Type I or II F.R.* $154.70 
Type II—1-Hour 114.00 
Type II—N 110.30 
Type III—1-Hour 125.80 
Type III—N 121.30 
Type V—1-Hour 114.00 
Type V—N 109.10 

 
4. BOWLING ALLEYS:   

Type II—1-Hour  $ 53.30 
Type II—N  49.70 
Type III—1-Hour   58.00 
Type III—N   54.20 
Type V—1-Hour 39.10 

 
5. CHURCHES: 

Type I or II F.R.  $103.60 
Type II—1-Hour  77.80 
Type II—N 73.90 
Type III—1-Hour   84.60 
Type III—N  80.80 
Type V─1-Hour 79.10 
Type V─N 74.40 

 
 

 
6. CONVALESCENT HOSPITALS: 

Type I or II F.R.* $ 145.40 
Type II—1-Hour     100.90 
Type III—1-Hour     103.40 
Type V—1-Hour    97.50 

 
7. DECKS AND PORCHES: 

Decks and Porches $ 25.40 
 
8. DWELLINGS: 

Type V—Masonry $79.10 
(Good) 101.20 
Type V—Wood Frame 70.30 
(Good) 96.50 
Basements—Semi-Finished 21.00 
(Good) 24.20 
Unfinished 15.20 
(Good) 18.50 
 

9. FIRE STATIONS: 
Type I or II F.R. $119.50 
Type II—1-Hour   78.60 
Type II—N  74.20 
Type III—1-Hour   86.10 
Type III—N   82.40 
Type V—1-Hour   80.70 
Type V—N  76.60 

 
10. HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY: 

Type I or II F.R. $108.30 
Type II—1-Hour   87.90 
Type II—N  84.20 
Type III—1-Hour    91.60 
Type III—N   87.80 
Type V—1-Hour   88.50 
Type V—N  85.40 

 
11. HOSPITALS: 

Type I or II F.R.* $ 170.50 
Type III—1-Hour   141.10 
Type V—1-Hour    134.60 
 
 
 



Mercer Island Building Valuation 
Data Table –CONTINUED 
 
 
 

12. HOTELS AND MOTELS: 
Type I or II F.R.* $105.50 
Type III—1-Hour 91.40 
Type III—N 87.10 
Type V—1-Hour 79.60 
Type V—N 78.00 
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13. INDUSTRIAL PLANTS: 

Type I or II F.R.  $59.40 
Type II—1-Hour   41.40 
Type II—N  38.00 
Type III—1-Hour  45.50 
Type III—N  42.90 
Tilt-up 31.30 
Type V—1-Hour   42.90 
Type V—N  39.30 
 

13. JAILS: 
Type I or II F.R.  $166.20 
Type III—1-Hour   152.00 
Type V—1-Hour   114.00 

 
14. LIBRARIES: 

Type I or II F.R.  $ 121.60 
Type II—1-Hour   89.00 
Type II—N  84.60 
Type III—1-Hour 94.00 
Type III—N   89.30 
Type V—1-Hour  88.30 
Type V—N 84.60 

 
15. MEDICAL OFFICES: 

Type I or II F.R.* $124.80 
Type II—1-Hour   96.30 
Type II—N  91.50 
Type III—1-Hour  104.40 
Type III—N 97.20 
Type V—1-Hour 94.20 
Type V—N  90.90 

 
16. OFFICES**: 

Type I or II F.R.* $111.60 
Type II—1-Hour   74.70 
Type II—N  71.10 
Type III—1-Hour   80.60 
Type III—N  77.10 
Type V—1-Hour  75.50 
Type V—N  71.10 

 
17. PRIVATE GARAGES: 

Wood Frame $ 25.40 
Masonry 28.60 
Open Carports  17.30 

 
EQUIPMENT 

AIR CONDITIONING: 
 Commercial.......................$ 4.40 
 Residential ..........................3.70 
 SPRINKLER SYSTEMS………....2.70 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
18. PUBLIC BUILDINGS: 

Type I or II F.R.* $128.90 
Type II—1-Hour  104.40 
Type II—N  99.90 
Type III—1-Hour  108.40 
Type III—N  104.70 
Type V—1-Hour  99.20 
Type V—N  95.70 
 

19. PUBLIC GARAGES: 
Type I or II F.R.* $ 51.10 
Type I or II Open Parking* 38.30 
Type II—N  29.20 
Type III—1-Hour   38.60 
Type III—N 34.40 
Type V—1-Hour   35.20 

 
20. RESTAURANTS: 

Type III—1-Hour   $101.70 
Type III—N   98.30 
Type V—1-Hour  93.20 
Type V—N  89.50 
 

21. SCHOOLS: 
Type I or II F.R.  116.10 
Type II—1-Hour   79.30 
Type III—1-Hour   84.80 
Type III—N   81.60 
Type V—1-Hour   79.50 
Type V—N  75.80 

 
22. SERVICE STATIONS: 

Type II—N  $70.20 
Type III—1-Hour  73.20 
Type V—1-Hour   62.40 
Canopies   29.20 
 

23. STORES: 
Type I or II F.R.* $86.10 
Type II—1-Hour   52.60 
Type II—N   51.50 
Type III—1-Hour   64.00 
Type III—N   60.10 
Type V—1-Hour  53.90 
Type V—N  49.80 
 

24. THEATERS: 
Type I or II F.R.  $ 114.70 
Type III—1-Hour   83.60 
Type III—N  79.60 
Type V—1-Hour  78.60 
Type V—N  74.40 

 
25. WAREHOUSES***: 

Type I or II F.R. $51.60 
Type II or V—1-Hour  30.60 
Type II or V—N 28.70 
Type III—1-Hour 34.70 
Type III—N 33.00 

 
 
 

This fee schedule is intended for informational use only and cannot be used as a substitute for the Mercer Island City Code. To obtain 
additional information about fees that may apply to your project, please call or visit the Development Services Group 206-236-5300 
between 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Updated 7-1-04 
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including 1,000,000 Btu/h 
For the installation or relocation of each boiler or compressor 

over 30 horsepower to and including 50 horsepower, or 
each absorption system over 1,000,000 Btu/h to and 
including 1,750,000 Btu/h 

For the installation or relocation of each boiler or compressor 
over 50 horsepower, or each absorption system over 
1,750,000 Btu/h 

 

 
$57.90 
 
 
 
$96.80 

5. Air Handlers 
For each air-handling unit to and including 10,000 cubic feet 

per minute (cfm), including ducts attached thereto 
Note: This fee does not apply to an air-handling unit 
which is a portion of a factory-assembled appliance, 
cooling unit, evaporative cooler or absorption unit for 
which a permit is required elsewhere in the International 
Mechanical Code. 

For each air-handling unit over 10,000 cfm 

 
$11.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$18.90 

6. Evaporative Coolers 
For each evaporative cooler other than portable type 

 
$11.10 

7. Ventilation and Exhaust 
For each ventilation fan connected to a single duct 
For each ventilation system which is not a portion of any 

heating or air-conditioning system authorized by a permit 
For the installation of each hood which is served by 

mechanical exhaust, including the ducts for such hood 

 
$7.60 
$11.10 
 
$11.10 

8. Incinerators 
For the installation or relocation of each domestic-type 

incinerator 
For the installation or relocation of each commercial or 

industrial-type incinerator 

 
$19.00 
 
$15.15 

9. Miscellaneous 
For each appliance or piece of equipment regulated by the 

International Mechanical Code but not classed in other 
appliance categories, or for which no other fee is listed in 
the table 

 
$11.10 

 
Note: 
The City of Mercer Island has a minimum permit fee of $109 with the exception as listed 
below: 

Forced air exchange – same type    $61.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Table 5 

Electrical Permit Fees 
Page 1 of 3 

 
 
The fees established in this table apply to installation, alteration, relocation, addition, 
replacement, repair, removal, or inspection of electrical systems that require a permit 
pursuant to Mercer Island City Code (MICC) Chapter 17.14, Section 105. 
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Permit Issuance 
1.   For the issuance of each electrical permit  $24.55 
2.   For the issuing of each supplemental permit for which the 

original permit has not expired, been canceled, or finaled 
$15.70 

System Fee Schedule (Note: The following do not include permit-issuing fee.) 
1.  New Residential Buildings  

The following fees shall include all wiring and electrical 
equipment in or on each building, or other electrical equipment 
on the same premises constructed at the same time. 

 

      Multifamily.  
For new multifamily buildings (apartments and condominiums) 
having three or more dwelling units constructed at the same 
time, not including the area of garages, carports and accessory 
buildings, per square foot (0.09m2)    $0.052 

     Single- and two-family.  
For new single- and two-family residential buildings           
constructed at the same time and not including the area of 
garages, carports and accessory buildings, per square foot 
(0.09m2)   $0.058 

     Nonresidential   
For all new nonresidential buildings   $0.052 
For other types of residential occupancies and for alterations, 
additions and modifications to existing residential buildings, 
use the Unit Fee Schedule below. 

 

2.   Private Swimming Pools  
For new private, in-ground swimming pools for single-family 
and multifamily occupancies, including a complete system of 
necessary branch circuit wiring, bonding, grounding, 
underwater lighting, water pumping and other similar electrical 
equipment directly related to the operation of a swimming pool, 
each pool $51.70 

3.   Carnivals and Circuses  
Carnivals, circuses, or other traveling shows or exhibitions    
utilizing transportable-type rides, booths, displays and 
attractions. 

 

For electrical generators and electrically driven rides, each $24.55 
For mechanically driven rides and walk-through attractions or   
displays having electric lighting, each 

  $7.60 



Page 8 of 10 j:\ords\icc\m46r1336xc.doc
   

For a system of area and booth lighting, each    $7.60 
For permanently installed rides, booths, displays and 
attractions, use the Unit Fee Schedule below. 

 

4.   Temporary Power Service  
For a temporary service pole or pedestal, including all pole or      

pedestal-mounted receptacle outlets and appurtenances, 
each 

$24.55 

For a temporary distribution system and temporary lighting and 
receptacle outlets for construction sites, decorative lights, 
Christmas tree sales lots, fireworks stands, etc., each $12.85 

 
Unit Fee Schedule (Note: The following do not include permit-issuing fee.) 
1.   Receptacle, Switch and Light Outlets   

For receptacle, switch, light or other outlets at which current is 
used or controlled, except services, feeders and meters: 

 

First 20 fixtures, each $1.15 
Additional fixtures, each  $0.75 

Note: For multioutlet assemblies, each 5 feet (1524 mm) or 
fraction thereof may be considered as one outlet. 

 

2.   Lighting Fixtures  
For lighting fixtures, sockets or other lamp-holding devices:  

First 20 fixtures, each $1.15 
Additional fixtures, each $0.75 
For pole or platform-mounted lighting fixtures, each $1.15 
For theatrical-type lighting fixtures or assemblies, each $1.15 

3.  Residential Appliances  
For fixed residential appliances or receptacle outlets for same, 

including wall-mounted electric ovens; counter-mounted 
cooking tops; electric ranges; self-contained room, console or 
through-wall air conditioners; space heaters; food waste 
grinders; dishwashers; washing machines; water heaters; 
clothes dryers; or other motor-operated appliances not 
exceeding 1 horsepower (HP) (746 W) in rating, each $4.95 

Note: For other types of air conditioners and other motor-
driven appliances having larger electrical ratings, see Power 
Apparatus below. 

 

4.   Nonresidential Appliances  
For nonresidential appliances and self-contained factory-wired,   

nonresidential appliances not exceeding 1 horsepower (HP), 
kilowatt (kW) or kilowatt-ampere (kVA), in rating, including 
medical and dental devices; food, beverage and ice cream 
cabinets; illuminated show cases; drinking fountains; vending 
machines; laundry machines; or other similar types of 
equipment, each $4.95 

Note: For other types of air conditioners and other motor-
driven appliances having larger electrical ratings; see Power 
Apparatus below. 
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5.   Power Apparatus  
For motors, generators, transformers, rectifiers, synchronous 

converters, capacitors, industrial heating, air conditioners and 
heat pumps, cooking or baking equipment and other 
apparatus, as follows: 

 

Rating in horsepower (HP), kilowatts (kW), kilovolt-amperes 
(kVA) or kilovolt-amperes-reactive (kVAR): 

 

Up to and including 1, each $4.95 
Over 1 and not over 10, each $12.85 
Over 10 and not over 50, each $25.70 
Over 50 and not over 100, each $51.70 
Over 100, each $77.80 

Notes:  
1. For equipment or appliances having more than one motor, 

transformer, heater, etc., the sum of the combined ratings 
may be used. 

2. These fees include all switches, circuit breakers, 
contactors, thermostats, relays and other directly related 
control equipment. 

 

6.  Busways  
For trolley and plug-in type busways, each 100 feet (30 480 
mm) or fraction thereof 

$7.60 

Note: An additional fee is required for lighting fixtures, motors 
and other appliances that are connected to trolley and plug-in-
type busways.  A fee is not required for portable tools. 

 

7.  Signs, Outline Lighting and Marquees  
For signs, outline lighting systems or marquees supplied       
from one branch circuit, each 

$25.70 

For additional branch circuits within the same sign, outline 
lighting system or marquee, each 

$4.95 

8.  Services  
For services of 600 volts or less and not over 200 amperes in 

rating, each 
$31.85 

For services of 600 volts or less and over 200 amperes to 
1,000 amperes, each 

$64.90 

For services over 600 volts or over 1,000 amperes in rating, 
each 

$129.85 

9.  Miscellaneous Apparatus, Conduits and Conductors  
For electrical apparatus, conduits and conductors for which a 

permit is required but for which no fee is herein set forth  
$19.00 

Note:  This fee is not applicable when a fee is paid for one or 
more services, outlets, fixtures, appliances, power apparatus, 
busways, signs or other equipment. 

 



Table 6 
Grading Permit Fees 
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The fees established in this table apply to grading and excavation requires a permit 
pursuant to Mercer Island City Code (MICC) Chapter 17.14, Section 105. 
 
50 cubic yards  or less $24.50 
51 to 100 cubic yards  $39.00 
101 to 1,000 cubic yards - $39.00 for the first 100 cubic yards, plus $18.50 for each 
additional 100 cubic yards or fraction thereof. 
1,001 to 10,000 cubic yards  - $203.00 for the first 1,000 cubic yards, plus $15.00 for 
each additional 1,000 cubic yards or fraction thereof. 
10,001 to 100,000 cubic yards  - $339.50 for the first 10,000 cubic yards, plus $69.00 
for each additional 10,000 cubic yards or fraction thereof. 
100,001 cubic yards or more - $942.00 for the first 100,000 cubic yards, plus $39.50 for 
each additional 10,000 cubic yards or fraction thereof. 
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